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PLT Title 

Using authentic language in the foreign language classroom  

 
Blurb for PLT Conference Brochure 

What would we like our CP students to gain from a foreign language education at Belmont High School? We will be 
looking at comprehensible input and other Second Language Acquisition theories and how they might help us shape a 
more relevant and meaningful curriculum.  We will also explore the ways in which the use of authentic materials 
increase student awareness of the culture they are studying. 

 
Contact Information (Write * next to facilitator’s name.) 

Name School Grade Level or Subject 

Rebecca El-Gamel * BHS French 9-12 

Sara Fraser BHS Spanish 9-12 

Leslie Sullivan BHS French/Spanish 9-12 

 
PLT SMART Goal  

 

Students in CP classes will take ownership of their learning, be more motivated, and improve their authentic 

language skills through a holistic approach to language learning that draws on theories of second language 

acquisition and College Board requirements.   
 

 
This PLT Goal is also  
__  A Professional Practice Goal 
_X_  A Student Learning Goal 
__  Neither 
 
Key Actions 

1.  Find out how motivated students are generally using traditional teaching methods, such as a textbook. 
  
2.  Develop a system of collecting authentic materials and activities, either student- or teacher-generated. 
  
3. Assess relevance and applications of the collected materials. 
 
4. Re-evaluate student motivation and/or authentic language skills. 
 

 
Findings  

Overall, students prefer to have relevant and meaningful resources, which is supported by SLA research findings.  We 
have realized how difficult it is to shift from the traditional instruction of foreign language, from both student and 
teacher perspective.   
 

 
Recommendations / Next Steps  

We believe it is valuable to talk to students about how second languages are learned and acquired, as a way to get 
them involved in the learning process.   Next year, we will find ways to provide authentic learning of language in a 
scaffolded way from the start and use gradual release to have the students become independent in their research and 
use of authentic materials to develop their language skills and cultural knowledge. 
 

 


